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BY ELIZABETH MAXSON

THE GERMANS HAVE A WONDERFUL EASTER TRADITION—
the Easter Tree. Having lived in Germamy for many years, | found this tradi

tion endearing becanse of its simplicity and constant reminder of the mean-

ing of the sexson. They would smaply take forsythia branches and place them
in a large vase and then decorate the “tree” with beautiful and intricately

carved Easter ornaments made of wood. The branches would, as expected,
bloom comipletely by Easter Sunday.

L dilfaret
Halksric and tabls
ehathi for teatere,
oaldar and intenedl

1




ta da'

With Valentine’s Dy I'\-tin;l;: a day of love, |
ahwarys fielt it was a shame that it is only a day.
Why mot have Valentine's season: a bwo-weck
periad in which we express our l;nl:il:l:..h-. b
and appreciation fior all that we have. Borrow-
ing from the German Easter tree tradition, |
created & “Valentine tree” a5 o bovely reminder
of everything for which [ am grateful.

My Valentine tree s made from roses, camations and carly willosw
branches available in crafis stores and floral shops. | made the tree on
the first day of February so that | would have two weeks of constant
reminders of my love and ;.:rm'nnir Walentineg trees can e decoraied
daily with notes of bwe and appreciation, rolled imo scrolls, and tied
10 the: branches, along with little charms,

I cut the carmations and roses and placed them in small water picks
(available at iloral thaps), and then 1 tied them to the branches with
chocolate-colored ribbon, | also sdded food ..'n'lming b the water
picks in the carnations and watched as they changed with the color ol
love—red=—as the days passed,

{Right] Tie the fowers
on simply. They will need
10 be remaved o refil

the picks veith waled

(Dpposite] | Hie wing only
feeth Blonarers and wilboar
Eeandhes. H's pics 1o have
soemartiing freth in the maddy
ol winter when the sutdosd i

waitisg best spring.
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I found littke Valentine charms and silver heart orna-
FTeERIES. b I1.'mg an the tree, as well, Use g.mlrilmgiuu:inu.
Have your children cut out paper hearts, decorate them
and hang them up on the tree, or tie red lollipops or pep-
permint sticks for color and fun. Get the whole fBamily in-
volved.

The Valentine tree hooks wonderful in a foyver or main
emry. Each day, have somseone in the Gamily write a little
node of gratitude about something or someone they love.
Soon, your tree will be filled with love. Watch as the little
scrolls tiedd o the branches T i number & the days in
the Vialentine season pass,

(Far beft) Use the Valentine chasms as gifes for
the guests. They alue make wonderful mecklaces.

(Lefa) After the day of honor, why not take the
rovebuds Trom the table and give them to your
children 1o give 1o their teachers or neighions?
A sice marpriie Tor the recigient and & nice les-
s o giving For the dhildren.

(Opposite] If you hawe the space, dress the

dining table 3 week in advance—this adds to i
asdicipation and makes the table pretty
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On Valentine's Dy, enjoy a family
dinner with special place settings. Uin-
tie the scralls from the tree and read
them aloud. [ set my table with silver,
cream and red. | use silver vintage
French shoe buckbes as |u|'-l:in riﬂl:a.

and place red roses in tiny condials an
each place setting.

Anather wary b0 use your Valantine tree
is 1o hawe a dessent balffet party for the
grownups. Add a little fun and have
your guests anommously filll out their

scrall by answering ane of the following:

+ Diengribe your fiesi kiss

» Dheseribne your first bowe

= What was the most romantic thing
anyone over said o yvou?

Read the scrolls aloud and invite your
guests 1o guess who wrobe which scroll,

- r{]wa'-’& FYTET.
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My Valentine tree takes center stage
at myy bulfer. Simple vintage postcands
andl note cards add 1o the décor. A lintke
vintage engagement box is a special
place for candy, or use i1 as a serving
dhish for almond sbvers. And remember,
there is mo suech lhing as oo much
chocolase.

T k<\¢p the party From Iwmg T
glam, 1 added funny chocolate lips
wrapped in red foil. A vintage plaving
card with the number 14 is a decora-
tive piece bo state the day of honor. And
a vintage English toast caddy is a wsefinl
mint wafer cookie holder.

One final ideac Date each scroll and
save them, What a mice gift to give your
daughter when she has her own Family
and her own Valentine tree, Living in
the era afl cell phones, e-mail, fax ma-
chimes and Blackberries, the hangd-writ-
wen note is precious. Even more
precious is the note written with bove
\‘\F‘a,\::.l"y wehien it is b vou,

From my houise bo your house,

btk
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